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have been making a difference by removing
tons of marine debris from our Mississippi
coastlines. The Mississippi Coastal
Cleanup is a partnership between the

Mississippi State University Extension Service

and the Mississippi Marine Debris Task Force.

Our purpose is to facilitate cleanup events
like this, while also raising awareness of the
impacts of marine debris on the environment
and providing information on ways we can

reduce marine debris.

Marine debris is human-made litter, scattered
across the entire ocean, that is swept along
by currents and accumulates most noticeably
along coastlines. It is estimated that by

the year 2050, there will be more plastic
weight in the ocean than fish weight. With
those huge quantities of marine debris in the
oceans, it's easy to see that marine debris
poses a threat to us all. Everything—from the
environment to the economy, from fishing to

human health and safety, from microscopic
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Annually since 1988, volunteers just like you

plankton to the giant blue whale—is
impacted by the abundance of marine debris

in the ocean.

The purpose of this handbook is to help guide
you through all aspects of the Mississippi
Coastal Cleanup; refer to it if you have
any questions throughout the cleanup. Thank
you for volunteering to make a difference.
This day is much more than just picking up
trash. It's an opportunity for a community to
join together and inspire others to help take

care of our coastal environments!




WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING

e Table e Canopy/tent for shade  Comfortable, protective shoes
e Chairs (if desired) * Sunscreen and hat

® Ice chest (if desired) * Work gloves e Camera/smartphone for

o Ice (if desired) * Insect repellent (if desired) photos

WHAT COASTAL CLEANUP WILL PROVIDE FOR YOUR SITE

Signs/Forms Supplies
® 1 sign-in sheet packet * 1 roll of tape (to be used for signs)
* 1 Mississippi Coastal Cleanup yard sign * 1 5-gallon bucket for sharp objects

* 1 volunteer instruction sign 1 first-aid kit for minor scrapes and cuts

1 recycle drop-off sign 1 bottle of hand sanitizer

Fluorescent flags (to mark hazardous material and
entangled animals, live or dead)

High-visibility Coastal Cleanup T-shirt

1 sponsorship poster

Supplies for volunteers

» Datacards  » Gloves » Clipboards

» Pencils » Trash bags » Lunchcards

1. Your team should arrive at the site at 7 a.m. to set up.
2. Set up table(s), chairs, and a tent (if needed).

3. Post the following signs or tape to the top of the table:
* Mississippi Coastal Cleanup yard sign
* Volunteer instruction sign
* Recycle drop-off sign

* Sponsorship poster

4. Set up volunteer supplies (trash bags, data cards/clipboards, pencils, gloves, and lunch cards).



Mississippi Coastal Cleanup has partnered with TerraCycle to recycle plastic collected during the
cleanup. This plastic will be recycled and turned into new plastic products. To ensure smooth collection of
these recyclables, follow these instructions:

1. Assign a volunteer from your team to be the recycling coordinator. He/she will be stationed by the
recycle drop-off sign. The recycle drop-off should have its own area.

2. Recycling coordinators are responsible for collecting all the recycling bags and inspecting collected
recyclables to ensure they are the correct type of plastics.

3. Recycling coordinators will also answer any questions volunteers have about trash separation.

Recycle items with numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6. EXAMPLES OF PLASTIC ITEMS
VAR AR A Y A Y A soda bottles plastic cups
el“l') %:;% %:Pe L:’;) L:Q water bottles plastic cutlery and plates
mouthwash bottles plastic lids
. cleaner bottles plastic buckets
. laundry detergent bottles plastic trays
milk jugs plastic funnels
medicine bottles plastic tubes
pill bottles plastic containers
‘ shampoo bottles plastic auto parts
' soap bottles plastic molds
juice bottles plastic beach toys
condiment bottles plastic furniture

To learn more about TerraCycle,
reRmacycLe  ViSit www.terracycle.com/en-US/

SIGN-IN SHEET AND LIABILITY-RELEASE FORMS

yogurt containers

® The sign-in sheet also serves as the liability-release form. Please have all adults over 18 sign the sign-in
sheet and have a guardian sign for anyone under the age of 18. One person can sign in for an entire
group as long as they record the number of individuals in their group.

Remind all parents that small children must be accompanied by an adult at all times.

SUPPLIES TO DISTRIBUTE TO EACH VOLUNTEER OR SMALL GROUP AT SIGN-IN

1 data card (Spanish cards are available)

1 pencil

2 pairs of gloves
1 black and 1 white trash bag

1 clipboard
GIFTS TO DISTRIBUTE AFTER VOLUNTEERS HAND IN COMPLETED DATA CARDS

1 lunch card (see lunch sites below)


http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/

Refer volunteers to the volunteer instruction sign.

1. Volunteers should work in pairs. One should fill out the data card while the other holds the trash bag
and picks up debris.

2. Show volunteers how to fill out the data cards.
3. Volunteers will document their first bag of trash only.

4. After volunteers document their first bag of trash, they should keep their cards until they finish so they
can document the total number of trash bags collected.

Lunches at all sites are from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets are required.

HARRISON COUNTY

Barksdale Pavilion at Jones Park

Sponsored by RPM Pizza and the Gulfport Rotary Club

HANcock COUNTY

Washington Street Pavilion Burger Cookout

Sponsored by Office of Congressman Steven Palazzo and the Bay-Waveland Rotary Club
JACKSON COUNTY

MGCCC Jackson County Campus, Estuarine Education Center

Sponsored by The Shed Barbeque & Blues Joint

Prizes will be drawn at the lunch locations. To be eligible for the drawing, volunteers must turn in half
of their lunch ticket and be present at lunch sites during lunch hours to win.



HAzARDOUS MATERIALS

* Do not dispose of or
collect:

v

» 5-gallon buckets
» 55-gallon drums

N

» Car batteries

» Any other strange
debris as it may
contain hazardous
chemicals

v

* Mark the hazardous
waste with the
fluorescent flags
provided.

e Contact your
coordinator to report
the location and type
of waste.

* Sharp objects (glass,
needles, etc.) should
be placed carefully
in the 5-gallon bucket
provided at your zone.

* Wear work gloves
when picking up
objects.

MARINE LIFE

e Immediately notify
your coordinator of the
location of a stranded
sea turtle or marine
mammal (dead or
alive).

® Mark any live or dead
entangled sea life
with a fluorescent flag
and call your county
coordinator.

e Dead fish (not
entangled in debris)
do not need to be
flagged.

TRASH DISPOSAL

® Trash bags should be
placed in the dumpster
at your site.

* |f your site does not
have a dumpster,
contact your
coordinator for
instructions.

® Harrison County beach
volunteers should
place their bags along
the sea wall.

TIRES

e Tires should be placed
next to dumpsters—not
inside them.

* Tires must be separate
from bagged trash for
recycling.

Statewide

Eric Sparks

eric.sparks@msstate.edu

228-546-1025

Hancock County

Christian Stephenson

c.stephenson@msstate.edu

228-467-5456

Harrison County

Kelly Griffin

kelly.griffin@co.harrison.ms.us

228-214-1405

Jackson County

Cyndi Moncreiff

camocean@aol.com

228-380-5907

Barrier Islands

Bill Barley

bill_barley@nps.gov

228-230-4118




Data Reporting

You are responsible for filling out the Coordinator Data Form summary card to record the results of
the data cards collected by the volunteers. Summary cards and sign-in sheets must be returned to the
MSU Coastal Research and Extension Center in a timely manner for accurate data reporting.

Complete all of the information on your summary form, which includes:

® Number of data cards returned * Number of white recycling bags filled
* Number of volunteers * Weight of trash collected
* Number of black trash bags filled * Total of each debris type

Send this data to the MSU Coastal Research and Extension Center by November 1.

Email is preferred: msdebris@gmail.com

1815 Popps Ferry Road, Biloxi, MS 39532

Unused Supplies

All unused supplies, forms, and completed data and summary cards must be returned to your
city or county coordinator immediately following the cleanup. Please consult with your city or
county coordinator to find out where to return these items.
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The information given here is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products, trade names, or suppliers
are made with the understanding that no endorsement is implied and that no discrimination against other products or
suppliers is intended.
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By Eric Sparks, Associate Professor, Coastal Research and Extension Center, and Director, Coastal and Marine Extension
Program; Emily Fischbach, master’s student, University of South Alabama; and Amanda Sartain, former Extension Program
Assistant, Coastal Research and Extension Center.

Copyright 2026 by Mississippi State University. All rights reserved. This publication may be copied and distributed without

alteration for nonprofit educational purposes provided that credit is given to the Mississippi State University Extension
Service.
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Produced by Agricultural Communications.

Mississippi State University is an equal opportunity institution. Discrimination is prohibited in university employment,
programs, or activities based on race, color, ethnicity, sex, pregnancy, religion, national origin, disability, age, sexual
orientation, genetic information, status as a U.S. veteran, or any other status to the extent protected by applicable law.
Questions about equal opportunity programs or compliance should be directed to the Office of Civil Rights Compliance,
231 Famous Maroon Band Street, P.O. 6044, Mississippi State, MS 39762.

Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperating with U.S. Department of Agriculture. Published in furtherance
of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914. ANGUS L. CATCHOT JR., Director
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